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	Identify case: The case of Mary Rufffin v. Houston Independent School District


	Write a brief summary of the case. Include the nature of the case, main arguments, 200-300 words.
The case involves Mary Ruffin who is the plaintiff suing Houston Independent School District on behalf of her daughter. In the case, Ruffiin filed a motion of new trial to amend and alter the judgment that was entered in favor of the defendant, Houston Independent schools. Her daughter is disabled and is therefore eligible to receive special education and other services from Houston school district (HISD). Ruffin sued HISD in 2008 after a Texas Education Agency officer ruled that HISD had accorded the student appropriate education between 2006 and 2008. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) gives parents the right to file a complaint on behalf of their children on matters regarding evaluation, identification or educational placement of a child. After an evidentiary hearing, the hearing officer ruled that HISD met the provisions of IDEA and denied the relief that Ruffin sought such as therapeutic counselling and private tutoring at the expense of HISD.                                    
During trial, HISD filed for summary judgment citing that the plaintiff failed to show that federal law was violated and, therefore, was not entitled to relief she was seeking. Also, Ruffin had alleged that there was an inappropriate relationship between the hearing officer and HISD counsel. HISD filed for sanction of this accusation. The court ruled in favor of HISD by granting the motion of summary judgment. Also it denied and granted in part the motion for sanctions.

While filing a motion for new trial Ruffin argued that the court’s ruling was not supported by administrative hearing records. She argued that the court was incorrect for dismissing some of her allegations filed against HISD. Some of these allegations include the fact that her child was denied extended school year and, education in a least restrictive environment. Ruffin argued that the court dismissed this violations despite the fact that they were in violation of IDEA.


	Write a brief summary of the decision or associated issues: 100 words or less
The court dismissed Ruffin’s motion for a new trial. It argued that Ruffin’s disagreements targeted decisions made by administrators and educators in charge of according the child with appropriate and free education. For the court to grant the motion for a new trial, the disagreements should have targeted the court’s decisions. Also, there were records that showed that HISD had worked diligently to accord the plaintiff’s child appropriate education. Therefore, the relief sought by the plaintiff was ruled out.


	What are the implications for practice? 50 words or less
The case shows the importance of presenting arguments that can be supported by facts during any hearing. Arguments presented by the plaintiff were not supported with facts and for this reason, the two motions she filed were dismissed.


	Discuss appropriate standards and best practice related to this issue? 100 words or less

One of the best practice related to this case is conceding defeat. The initial ruling showed that the plaintiff had not provided enough evidence to prove that HISD had failed to perform its responsibilities diligently. However, instead of coming up with a better strategy to win the case, the same arguments were forwarded to other institutions of justice and the ruling was always the same.
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